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This report provides a comprehensive listing of vertebrate fauna recorded from Fraser 
Island Wor1d Heritage Area. The report aims to: 
• Provide a basis for conservation planning and management;
• Act as a source of information for staff, visitors, residents and other interest groups. 
A range of fauna species lists have been previously compiled for Fraser Island (eg. 
Q.NPWS/Queensland Forest Service no date; Queensland Government 1990). Since 
these lists were produced, there have been considerable changes to species taxonomy and 
a large number of new records for Fraser Island. Additionally, the original lists included 
some species which are unlikely to occur on Fraser Island based on our present 
. understanding of fauna distribution and habitat requirements. These inaccuracies,
combined with an increasing community interest in fauna conservation, have generated a 
clear need for accurate and updated species lists to be available for Fraser Island Wor1d 
Heritage Area. 
Report structure 






For each fauna group, current taxonomy and common names are used. Species records 
are only included in the lists where they are included in primary data sources (Museum 
specimens, published literature and reliable records from experienced Q.NPWS staff and 
other naturalists). This process has involved extensive research and checking of original 
data. and literature sources rather than accepting the previously compiled species lists as 
being necessarily accurate. Accordingly, a large number of records included in 
Q.NPWS/QFS species lists and Queensland Government (1990) have been excluded as 
such records could not be confirmed from primary data sources. lt is possible that records 
such as these may be confirmed through future surveys and observations. 




lt is intended that this report is updated regularly to take account of taxonomic changes and 
new records. As such, corrections and additions to 1he report are welcome and can be 
forwarded to the following address: 
District Ranger 
Fraser Island 
Department of Environment and Heritage 
PO Box 101 
Maryborough 
QUEENSLAND 4650. 
Ph. (071) 279128 
Fax. (071) 279150 
Additional records should indude the following information: 
• Spedes name 
• Date of record 
• Description of location
• Australian Map Grid (AMG) reference
References 
Queensland Government (1990) Commission of Inquiry into the conservation, 
management and use of Fraser Island and the Gteat Sandy Region. Final Discussion 
Paper. Volume 1: Background. Queensland Government, Brisbane. 
Q.NPWS/Queensland Forest Service (no date) Fauna species lists for Fraser Island. 
Unpublished lists held at Q.NPWS Eurong office. 
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2. MAMMALS
Taxonomy 
Taxonomy and common names follow Strahan, R. (ed.) (1995) The mammals of Australia. 
Revised edition. Reed Books, Chatswood, New South Wales. 
Common names for rodents also as specified by Braithwaite, R.W., Morton, S.R., Burbidge, 
AA. and Calaby, J.H. (1995) Australian names for Australian rodents. Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency and CSIRO Division of Wildlife and Ecology, Canberra. This report 
recommends the use of Aboriginal names for Australian rodents. This convention has been 
used in the following list, with Aboriginal mammal names indicated in brackets. 
Threatened species status 




































Common Ringtail Possum 
Feathertail Glider 
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Phalangeridae 
Trichosurus caninus Mountain Brushtail Possum 
Trichosurus vu/pecula Common Brushtail Possum 
Potoroidae 
Aepyprymnus rufescens Rufous Bettong 
Potorous tridactylus Long-nosed Potoroo 
Macropodidae 
Macropus giganteus Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Wal/abia bico/or Swamp Wallaby 
EUTHERIANS 
Pteropodidae 
Syconycteris australis Common Blossom-bat 
Nyc;timene robinsoni Eastem Tube-nosed Bat 
Pferopus a/ecto Black Flying-fox 
Pferopus poliocephalus Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Pferopus scapulatus LitUe Red Flying-fox 
Emballonuridae 
Sacco/aimus flaviventris Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat 
Molossidae 
Mormopterus becarii Beccari's Freetail-bat 
Mormopterus loriae Little Northern Freetail-bat 
Nyctinomus australis White-striped F reetail-bat 
Vespertilionidae 
Miniopterus austra/is Little Bentwing-bat 
Miniopterus schreibersii Common Bentwing-bat 
Nyctophilus bifax Eastem Long-eared Bat 
Nyctophilus gou/di Gould's Long-eared Bat 
Chalinolobus gouldii Gould's Wattled Bat 
Chalinolobus morio Chocolate Wattled Bat 
Chalinolobus nigrogriseus Hoary Wattled Bat 
Myotis adversus Large-footed Myotis 




Pseudomys delicatu/us Delicate Mouse (Molinipi) 
Pseudomys gracilicaudatus Eastern Chestnut Mouse (Karrooka) 
Hydromyschrysogas�r Water-rat (Rakali) 
r Xeromys myoides False Water-rat (Yirrl<oo) 
Melomys burtoni Grassland Melomys (Korril} 
Melomys cervinipes Fawn-footed Melomys (Looloong) 
• Mus musculus House Mouse 
















Bush Rat (Mootit) 
Swamp Rat (Gidabal) 
Black Rat 






This list was prepared from mammal species records included in the following sources: 
Bany, D.H. and Campbell, P.R. (1917) A survey of the mammals and herpetiles of Fraser 
Island, with comments on the Cooloola Peninsula, North Stradbroke, Moreton and Bribie 
Islands. Occasional Papers in Anthropology 8, 147-n. 
Rhodes, M. (1995) Bat species list for Fraser Island. Unpublished report. 
Twyford, KL and Hobson, R.G. (in prep.) New fauna records from Fraser Island Wor1d 
Heritage Area, south-eastern Queensland. Q.NPWS, Fraser Island. 
Van Oyck, S.M. and Longmore, N.W. (1991) The mammal records, in lngram, G.J. and 
Raven, R.J. (eds.) An atlas of Queensland's frogs, reptiles, birds and mammals. 
Queensland Museum, Brisbane, pp. 284-336. 
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3. BIRDS
Taxonomy 
Taxonomy and common names follow Christidis, L. and Boles, W.E. (1994) The taxonomy 
and species of birds of Australia and its tenitories. RAOU Monograph 2. 
Threatened species status 












































Australian Wood Duck 
Green Pygmy-goose 
















































































Uttle Pied Cormorant 
Pied Cormorant 







Egretta novaehol/andiae White-faced Heron 
Egretta garzetta Uttle Egret 
Egretta sacra Eastern Reef Heron 
Ardea pacifica White-necked Heron 
Ardea sumantrana Great-billed Heron 
Ardea alba Great Egret 
Ardea intermedia Intermediate Egret 
Ardea ibis Cattle Egret 
Butorides striatus Striated Heron 
Nycticorax caledonicus Nankeen Night Heron 
lxobrychus flavicollis Black Bittem 
Threskiomiphidae 
Threskiomis molucca Australian White Ibis 
Threskiomis spinicollis Straw-necked Ibis 
Plata/ea regia Royal Spoonbill 
Ciconiidae 
r Ephippiorhynchis asiaticus Black-necked Stor1< 
Accipitridae 
Pandion haliaetus Osprey 
Aviceda subcristata Pacific Baza 
Elanus axil/aris Black-shouldered Kite 
Milvus migrans Black Kite 
Haliastur sphenuros Whistling Kite 
Haliastur indus Brahminy Kite 
Haliaeetus /eucogaster White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
Circus approximans Swamp Harrier 
Accipiter fasciatus Brown Goshawk 
r Accipiter novaehollandiae Grey Goshawk 
Accipiter cinhocepha/us Collared Sparrowhawk 
e Erythrotriochis radiatus Red Goshawk 
Aqui/a audax Wedge-tailed Eagle. 
Hieraaetus morphnoides Uttle Eagle 
Falconidae 
Fa/eo berigora Brown Falcon 
Fa/eo longipennis Australian Hobby 
Fa/eo peregrinus Peregrine Falcon 
Fa/eo cenchroides Nankeen Kestrel 
Gruidae 
Grus rubicunda Brolga 
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Rallidae 
Gammnus phrnppen�s 















r Numenius madagascariensis 
















v Esacus neglectus 
Haematopodidae 
Haematopus longirostris 
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Lesser Sand Plover 





Gull-billed T em 
Caspian Tern 





































































































Aegotheles cr status Australian Owtet-nightjar 
Apodidae 
r Collacalia spodiopygius White-rumped Swiftlet 
Hirundapus caudacutus White-throated Needletail 
Apus pacificus For1<-tailed Swift 
Apus affinis House Swift 
Atcedinidae 
Alcedo azurea Azure Kingfisher 
Halcyonidae 
Dace/o novaeguineae Laughing Kookaburra 
Todiramphus mac/eayii Forest Kingfisher 
Todiramphus pyrrhopygia Red-backed Kingfisher 
Todiramphus sanctus Sacred Kingfisher 
Todiramphus eh/oris Collared Kingfisher 
Meropidae 
Merops omatus Rainbow Bee-eater 
Coraciidae 
Eurystomus orientalis Dollarbird 
Pittidae 
Pita vetSicolor Noisy Pitta 
Climacteridae 
Climacteris /eucophaea White-throated Treecreeper 
Maluridae 
Ma/urus /amberti Variegated Fairy-wren 
Malurus melanocephalus Red-backed Fairy-wren 
Pardalotus punctatus Spotted Pardalote 
Pardalotus striatus Striated Pardalote 
Sericomis frontalis White-browed Scrubwren 
Sericomis magnirostris Large-billed Scrubwren 
Smicromis brevirostris Weebill 
Gerygone mouki Brown Gerygone 
Gerygone laevigaster Mangrove Gerygone 
Gerygone palpebrosa Fairy Gerygone 
Gerygone olivacea White-throated Gerygone 
Acanthiza pusilla Brown Thombill 
Acanthiza reguloides Buff-rumped Thombill 
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa Yellow-rumped Thombill 
Acanthiza lineata Striated Thombill 

















































































Rhipidura rufifrons Rufous Fantail 
Rhipidura fuliginosa Grey Fantail 
Rhipidura /eucophrys Willie Wagtail 
Dicrurus hottentottus Spangled Drongo 
Campephagidae 
Coracina novaehollandiae Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Coracina lineata Barred Cuckoo-shrike 
Coracina papuensis White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 
Coracina tenuirostris Cicadabird 
La/age leucome/a Varied Triller 
Oriolidae 
Orio/us sagittus Olive-backed Oriole 
Sphectheres viridis Fig bird 
Artamidae 
Artamus /eucorhynchus White-breasted Woodswallow 
Artamus peTSonatus Masked Woodswallow 
Artamus superci/iosus White-browed Woodswallow 
Artamus cyanopterus Dusky Woodswallow 
Artamus minor Little Woodswallow 
 
Cracticus torquatus Grey Butcherbird 
Cracticus nigrogu/aris Pied Butcherbird 
Gymnorhina tibicen Australian Magpie 
Strepera graculina Pied Currawong 
Corvidae 
Corvus coronoides Australian Raven 
Corvus orru Torresian Crow 
Ptilonorhynchidae 
Ailuroedu crassirostris Green Catbird 
Sericu/us chrysocephalus Regent Bowerbird 
Sericu/us ptilonorhynchus Satin Bowerbird 
Alaudidae 
Mirafra javanica Singing Bushlark 
Motacillidae 
Anthus novaeseetandiae Richard's Pipit 
Motacil/a /ugens Black-backed Wagtail 
Passeridae 
• Passer domesticus House Sparrow 
Emblema temporalis Red-browed Finch 
Stagonop/eura guttata Diamond Firetail 






































This list was prepared from bird records included in the following sources: 
Barry, D.H. and Vemon, D.P. (1972} Birds of Fraser Island and adjacent waters. Mem. Qd. Mus.16, 
223-232. 
Barry, D. H. and Vemon, D.P. (1976) Further notes on the birds of Fraser Island and adjacent waters. 
Sunbird7, 107-11. 
Barry, D.H. and Vemon, D.P. (1977) The birds of Fraser Island, with comments on the Cooloola 
Peninsula, Stradbroke, Moreton and Bribie Islands. Ocasional Papers in Anthropology&, 179-206. 
Blakers, M., Davies, S.J.J.F. and Reilly, P.N. (1984) The atlas of Australian birds. RAOU, Melbourne. 
Bryant, C. E. (1931) The excursions to Biggenden and to Fraser Island. Emu 30, 180-7. 
Filmer, I. (1971) Some birds of Fraser Island. Wamba/iman 5 (5), 5-7. 
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Longmore, N.W. (1991) The bird records, in lngram, G.J. and Raven, R.J. (eds.) An atlas of 
Queensland's frogs, reptiles, bitrls and mammals. Queensland Museum, Brisbane, pp. 141-283. 
McKean, J.L and Vemon, D.P. (1971) New records of tube-nosed birds (Order Procellarifonnes) from 
Queensland. Mem. Qd. Mus. 16, 141-3. 
Makin, D. (1968) Birds of Sandy Cape, Fraser Island. Qd. Nat. 19, 31-42. 
Porter, J.W. (1982) Terrestrial birds of the coastal lowlands of south-east Queensland. Queensland 
Department of Forestry Technical Paper No. 30. 
Roberts, G.J. (1979) The birds of south-east Queensland. Queensland Conservation Council, 
Brisbane. 
Storr, G. M. (1984) Revised list of Queensland birds. Rec. W.A. Mus.(Suppl.) No. 19. 
Sutton, P. (1990) The birds of Sandy Cape and other northern parts of Fraser Island, Queensland. 
Sunbird 20, 41-60. 
Twyford, K.L and Hobson, R.G. (in prep.) New fauna records from Fraser Island Wor1d Heritage 
Area, south-eastern Queensland. Q.NPWS, Fraser Island. 
Vemon, D.P. and Martin, J.H.D. (1974} A Queensland specimen record of Thin-billed Prion. Sunbird 
5, 73-4 . 
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4. REPTILES
Taxonomy 
Taxonomy follows Cogger, H. G. (1992) Reptiles and amphibians of Australia. Fifth edition. 
Reed Books, Chatswood, New South Wales. 
Common names follow Ehmann , H. (1992) Encyclopedia of Australian animals. Reptiles. 
Collins and Angus and Robertson Publishers Pty. Ltd., Pymble. 
Threatened species status 








e Caretta caretta 
v Chelonia mydas 
Dermochelyidae 






















Broad-shelled Snake-necked Turte 
Eastern Snake-necked turtle 
Kreffts' Short-necked Turtle 
Eastern Stone Gecko 
Dubious Otella 
Southern Spotted Velvet Gecko 
Burton's Snake-lizard 
Frilled Uzard 
Eastern Two-line Dragon 
Nobbi 
Eastern Bearded Dragon 
18  
Varanidae 
Varanus gouldii Sand Monitor 
Varanus varius Lace Monitor 
Scincidae 
Anomalopus verreauxi Three-clawed Worm-skink 
Calyptotis /epidorostrum Cone-eared Calyptotis 
Calyptotis scutirostrum Scute-snouted Calyptotis 
Carfia vivax Tussock Rainbow-skink 
Cryptoblepharus virgatus Cream-striped Shinning-skink 
Ctenotus arcanus Arcane Ctenotus 
Ctenotus robustus Robust Ctenotus 
Ctenotus taeniolatus Copper-tailed Ctenotus 
Cyclodomorphus gerrardii Pink-tongued Skink 
Egemia frerei Major Skink 
r Eroticoscincus graciloides Elf Skink 
Eu/amprus martini 
Eu/amprus quoyii Eastern Water-skink 
Eulamprus tenuis Bar-sided Forest-skink 
Lampropholis amicu/a Friendly Sunskink 
Lampropholis delicata Dark-flecked Garden Sunskink 
Ualis burtonis Burton's Snake-lizard 
Lygisaurus fo/iorum Tree-base Litter-skink 
Morethia taeniop/eura North-eastern Firetail Skink 
r Ophioscincus cooloolensis Cooloola Snake-skink 
c.f. Saiphos sp. nov. Fraser Island Skink 
Tiliqua scincoides Common Blue-tongue 
SNAKES 
Typhlopidae 
Ramphotyphlops proximus Proximus Blind Snake 
r Ramphozyphrops sflvia 
Boidae 
Uasis macu/osus Eastern Small-blotched Python 
More/ia spilota Carpet Python 
Colubridae 
Boiga irregu/aris Eastern Brown Tree Snake 
Dendrelaphis punctu/ata Green Tree Snake 
Tropidonophus mairii Keelback Snake 
Elapidae 
r Acanthophis antarcticus Southern Death Adder 
Cacophis harriettae White-crowned Snake 
Cacophis kreffti Dwarf Crowned Snake 
Cacophis squamulosus Golden Crowned Snake 






















Red-bellied Black Snake 
Eastern Brown Snake 
Eastern Small-eyed Snake 
Rough-scaled Snake 
Eastern Bandy-bandy 







This list was prepared from species records included in the following sources: 
Barry, D.H. and Campbell, P.R. (1977) A survey of the mammals and herpetiles of Fraser 
Island, with comments on the Cooloola Peninsula, North Stradbroke, Moreton and Bribie 
Islands. Ocsional Papers in Anthropology&, 147-77. 
Covacevich, J.A. and Couper, P.J. (1991) The reptile records, in lngram, G.J. and Raven, 
R.J. (eds.) An atta s of Queensland's frogs, reptiles, birds and mammals. Queensland 
Museum, Brisbane, pp. 45-140. 
Specimens held by Queensland Museum (as at June 1995) 
Twyford, K.L. and Hobson, R.G. (in prep.) New fauna records from Fraser Island Wor1d 
Heritage Area, south-eastern Queensland. Q.NPWS, Fraser Island. 
Vertebrate fauna ofFraser Island World Heritage Area 20 
5. AMPHIBIANS
Taxonomy 
Taxonomy follows Cogger, H.G. (1992) Reptiles and amphibians of Australia. Fifth edition. 
Reed Books, Chatswood, New South Wales. 
Common names follow lngram, G.J., Natrass, A.E.O. and Czechura, G. V. (1993) Common 
names for Queensland frogs. Mem. Qld. Mus. 33,221-4 apart from recent updates in 
lngram, G.J. and Corben, C.J. (1994) Two new species of broodfrogs (Pseudophyme) 
from Queensland. Mem. Qld. Mus. 37,267-72. 
Threatened species status 





















r Utoria coo/oo/ensis 
v Litoria freycineti 
Utoria gracilenta 
Utoria nasuta 


























   
Sources 
This list was prepared from amphibian species records induded in the following sources: 
Barry, D.H. and Campbell, P.R. (1977) A survey of the mammals and herpetiles of Fraser 
Island, with comments on the Cooloola Peninsula, North Stradbroke, Moreton and Bribie 
Islands. Occasional Papers in Anthropology&, 147-77. 
lngram, G.J. and longmore, N.W. (1991) The frog records, in lngram, G.J. and Raven, 
R.J. (eds.) An atlas of Queensland's frogs, reptiles, birds and mammals. Queensland 
Museum, Brisbane, pp. 16-44. 
Specimens held by Queensland Museum (as at June 1995) 
Twyford, K.L. and Hobson, R.G. (in prep.) New fauna records from Fraser Island Wor1d 
Heritage Area, south-eastem Queensland. Q.NPWS, Fraser Island. 
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6. FRESHWATER FISH
Taxonomy 
Taxonomy and common names follow Wager, R. and Jackson, P. (1993) The Action Plan 
for Australian freshwater fishes. Australian Nature Conservation Agency, Canberra. 
Threatened species status 
Rare and threatened species status follows Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 
1994. 
V vulnerable 






























Lesser Salmon Catfish 
Triangular Shield Catfish 
HyrtJ's Tandan 
Eel-tail Catfish 






Marine Glass Perchlet 
 
  

































Western Carp Gudgeon 





Sources: This list has been prepared using the following sources: 
ANGFA Southeast Queensland Regional Group (1986) Fraser Island - freshwater habitat 
survey. Fishes of Sahu/3, 129-32 and 134-6. 
Arthington, A. H. (1984) Freshwater fish of North Stradbroke, Moreton and Fraser Islands, 
in Coleman, R.J., Covacevich, J. and Davie, P. (eds.) Focus on Stradbroke. Boolarong 
Press, Brisbane, pp. 279-82. 
Arthington, A. H., Burton, H., Williams·, R. and Outridge, P.M. (1986) The ecology of humic 
and non-humic dune lakes, Fraser Island, with emphasis on the effects of sand infilling in 
Lake Wabby. Aust. J. Mar. Freshwat. Res. 37, 743-64. 
Arthington, A., Esdaile, J. and Thompson, C. (1994) Recovery Plan for the Oxleyan Pygmy 
Perch, Nannoperca ox/eyana. Final report to the Queensland Department of Environment 
and Heritage. 
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Arthington, A., Kennard, M. & Benn, S. (1990) Natural resource values and water quality of 
Fraser Island lakes and the Great Sandy Region. Report for Q.NPWS. 
Arthington, A. H. and Marshall, C.J. (1993) Distribution, ecology and conservation of the 
Honey Blue-eye, Pseudomugil me/lis, in south-eastern Queensland. Volume 1. Final 
report to the Endangered Species Program, Australian Nature Conservation Agency. 
Arthington, A.H. and Chandica, A. (1993) Geographic lnfonnation System and distribution 
maps for the Honey Blue-eye, Pseudomugil me/lis, and other freshwater fishes in south­
eastern Queensland. Volume 2. Final report to the Endangered Species Program, 
Australian Nature Conservation Agency. 
Bayly, I.A.E., Ebsworth, P. and Hang Fong Wang (1975) Studies on the lakes of Fraser 
Island, Queensland. Aust. J. Mar. Freshwat. Res. 26, 1-13. 
Wager, R. (1993) The distribution and conservation status of Queensland freshwater 
fishes. DPI Fisheries Division, Brisbane . 
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